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We claim: 

1 A method o £ transferrin, data from a re m ote server 
emote ciient over a conations lin., comprrs^ 
sending a request from the remote clxent t 
for specific data accompanied by a compression 
server for specrf spe cified compression ratxo; 

revest for transm.ssron at a sP ^ ^ 

receiving said ^ ~ £rom . dat a source,- 

server and retrxevrng sard specr itlCe rcept 

pro vidin g an agent at the remote serve 
said retrieved data and compress at ~" J^/^ said 
re trieved data prior to transmissron m accordanc 

OV er said communications x~ to ^ ^ o^ 

decompressing said compressed data mDressed 

. j i-o an uncompressea 

client to restore said retrieved data to 

intelligible form. 

. ^ • ^ 3 im i wherein said agent 

2 A method as claimed in claim 1, w 

compresses image portions of said data. 

n 4™ o wherein said image 

3 . A method as claimed . in ^^^...^ a i g orithm. 
portions are compressed using a lossy P 

• ^ • . la im 3 wherein said lossy 

4 A method as claimed m claim 3, w 

■ ^ discrete wavelet 
compression algorithm comprises a discr 

transform. 

5 A method as ciaimed in ciaim , . wherein said rmages 

compressed using a iossiess compression algorithm. 

. • . in claim 1, wherein said remote 
6 . A method as claimed m claim 

*o ,1- least one further request for all or P 
client sends at least on • 

•fir data at a reduced compression ratio, 
said specific data at 
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7. A method as claimed in claim 6, wherein said client 
sends a request for an identified portion of said data at a 
reduced compression ratio. 

8. A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein said specific 
5 data comprises a web page stored on a web server providing 

said data source . 

9. A method as claimed in claim 8, wherein said identified 
portion comprises a portion of an image forming part of said 
web page . 

10 10. A remote server for transferring data on demand to a 
remote client over a communications link, comprising: 
a storage medium for storing transferable data; 
a processing unit for receiving a request from the 
remote client for specific data accompanied by a compression 
15 request for transmission at a specified compression ratio, 
said processing unit retrieving said data from a data 
source ; 

an agent running on the remote server for intercepting 
said data retrieved from said data source and compressing at 
20 least part of said retrieved data prior to transmission in 
accordance with said compression request; and 

a port on said remote server for transmitting said 
retrieved data in compressed form over said communications 
link to said remote client, whereby said compressed data can 
25 be decompressed at said remote client to restore said 
retrieved data to an uncompressed intelligible form. 

11. A remote server as claimed in claim 10, wherein said 
agent compresses image portions of said data. 

12. A remote server as claimed in claim 10, wherein said 
3 0 agent employs a lossy compression algorithm. 
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13. A remote server as claimed in claim 12, wherein said 
lossy compression algorithm comprises a discrete wavelet 
transf orm. 

14. A remote server as claimed in claim 10, wherein said 
5 agent employs a lossless compression algorithm. 

15. A remote server as claimed in claim 10, wherein said 
remote server is responsive to at least one further request 
from said remote client for all or part said specific data 
at a reduced compression ratio. 

10 16. A remote server as claimed in claim 15, wherein said 
remote server is responsive to a request from said remote 
client for an identified portion of said data at a reduced 
compression ration . 

17. A remote server as claimed in claim 10, wherein said 
15 processing unit retrieves said data from a an Internet 
content server providing said data source. 
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